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Living in the age of the instant, the prevalence of information available through 
electronic resources has grown exponentially. Simply searching a keyword in a browser window 
can yield thousands and perhaps millions of results in a fraction of a second. With that kind of 
technological boost, today’s university student can be inundated with information. Even pages 
of a book are available on a small handheld device capable of storing thousands of tomes. How 
then does a University library compete with such a plethora of information? More specifically, 
how does a curriculum lab compete with that level of information availability? Quite simply, the 
curriculum lab becomes another tool. The University library is available with print media and 
electronic journals to assist students with searches as well as teaching students how to navigate 
through all those available sources in order to distinguish a credible source from a Wikipedia 
entry. The curriculum lab goes a step further by offering credible sources in a hands-on 
environment in which students can learn to develop skills and use educational sources in order to 
most effectively teach their future students. Because of the availability of electronic resources 
coupled with the need to effectively evaluate those resources and The University’s mission to 
provide opportunities for quality education, the curriculum lab becomes an integral part of The 
University’s mission. 

To fully understand how technology affects students, how students learn must be 
examined. The Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education of the National 
Research Council’s How People Learn: Brain, Mind, Experience, and School, describes the 
conclusions of research on the subject of how students learn. The report describes three 
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components of a healthy learning environment. One component is learner-centered. In this 
component, careful attention is paid to the knowledge, skills, attitudes and belief that learners 
bring to the educational setting” (133). This includes paying attention to the misconceptions that 
the learners bring as well and creating tasks that help the students see that various ideas might 
need to change. A second component is knowledge-centered. This component “...take[s] 
seriously the need to help students become knowledgeable by learning in ways that lead to 
understanding and subsequent transfer. . .” , “. . .focus on the ki nds of information and activities 
that help students develop an understanding of disciplines...”, and help “students become 
metacognitive by expecting new information to make sense and asking for clarification when it 
doesn’t. . .” (136-7). The third component is assessment-centered. This component “provide[s] 
opportunities for feedback and revision and that what is assessed must be congruent with one’s 
learning goals.” (139-40). This “assessment and feedback must focus on understanding, and not 
only on memory for procedures or facts. . .” (140). It also includes measurements of 
preconceptions. All of this implies, as stated in the introductory chapter, that “attention must be 
given to what is taught (information, subject matter), why it is taught (understanding), and what 
competence or mastery looks like” (24). As a consequence, a teacher needs to be able to 
articulate the learning goals of a course and its subsections, and how the material, the method of 
presentation, and the assessment, interacting together, all lead toward those goals. With the 
proliferation of online materials, the curriculum lab takes into account the availability of 
information electronically and through a symbiotic relationship with online programs at UWA, 
creates a method of providing tactile approaches for the practical application of content learned 
online. 
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